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selection information ^ored at a plurality of said acquisition 
times, to a notification destination at a predetermined 
transmission timing ; 

wherein said selection Xinformation includes additional 
information showing whether said\selected broadcast programs are 
recorded or not . 




5. (Amended) The broadcast-program selection history 
information acquisition apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

said additional information includes information showing 
t ypes and audience modes of said selected broadcast programs 

9. (Amended) ^ broadcast-program selection history 
information acquisitions, method of acquiring selection history 
information of broadcast^ programs selected out of broadcast 
programs of a plurality of channels, comprising the steps of: 

storing selection information of said selected broadcast 
programs at predetermined acquisition times; and 

transmitting said selection \history information which is 
composed of a plurality of pieces of said selection information 
stored at a plurality of said acquisition times, to a 
notification destination at a predetermined transmission timing; 

wherein said selection information\ includes additional 
information showing whether said selected broadcast programs are 
recorded or not . 



13. (Amended) The Broadcast-program selection history 
information acquisition method\according to claim 9, wherein 



formation i 
of said se^. 



said additional information includes information showing 
types and audience modes 



ected broadcast programs 



32. (Amended) A broadcast-program selection history 
information acquisition apparatus for acquiring selection 




Application No.: 09/238,261 



SONYJP 3.0-051 



history information of broadcast programs selected out qff 
broadcast programs of a plurality of channels, comprising: 

storage means for storing selection information of /said 
selected broadcast programs at predetermined acquisition/ times ; 
and 

transmission means fcjr transmitting said selection history 
information which is composed of a plurality of pieces of said 
selection information stored at a plurality of ^aid acquisition 
times, to a notification destination at a 

transmission timing assigned at randan in accordance with 
an intrinsic random number, 

33. (Amended) A broadcast-p^>gram selection history 
information acquisition apparatus for acquiring selection 
history information of broadcast programs selected out of 
broadcast programs of a plurala/ty of channels, comprising: 

storage means for stating selection information of said 
selected broadcast programs at predetermined acquisition times; 
and 

transmission m^ans for transmitting said selection history 
information which/ is composed of a plurality of pieces of said 
selection inf o^fhation stored at a plurality of said acquisition 
times, to notification destination at an intrinsically- 

assigned predetermined transmission timing, wherein 

sai/i transmission means transmits said selection history 
information through a predetermined telephone line, and decides 
said/ predetermined transmission timing based on a telephone 
nurnfcer assigned to said telephone line. _ 



36. (Amended) The broadcast^jiag^efft s-e^ ection hisloiy- 

information acquisiJ^Le^r^pparatus according to claim 32, wherein 
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said selection information is composed of channel numb"^ 
information of said selected broadcast programs and t^me 
information showing the time when said broadcast programs are 
selected . 

37. (Amended) The broadcast-program sel^dtion history 
information acquisition apparatus according to/claim 32, wherein 

said selection history information includes an 
identification number intrinsically assigned to said broadcast- 
program selection history inf ormajferfon acquisition apparatus. 

38. (Amended) The Jp^foadcast-program selection history 
information acquisition ^^pparatus according to claim 32, wherein 

when transmitting said selection history information to 
said notification destination through a predetermined line at 
said tran^fnission timing, said broadcast-program selection 
historv/lnformation acquisition apparatus changes the setting of 
said/predetermined acquisition times and/or the setting of said 
tpSnsmission timing based on a change command transmitted from 
"said notification destination through said line. 

40. (Amended) A broadcast-program selection history 
information acquisition method of acquiring selection t^i-srCory 
information of broadcast programs selected out j&z broadcast 
programs of a plurality of channels, comprisj^che steps of: 

storing selection inf ormation^i said selected broadcast 
programs at predetermined acquj^xtion times; and 

transmitting said^election history information which is 
composed of a plurality of pieces of said selection information 
stored at ^/plurality of said acquisition times at a 
transmission timing assigned at random in accordance with an 
intrinsic random number. 
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41. (Amended) A broadcast-program selection histo] 
information acquisition method of acquiring selection history 
information of broadcast programs selected out of broadcast 
programs of a plurality of channels, comprising the ste^fs of: 

storing selection information of said selepxed broadcast 
programs at predetermined acquisition times; ai 

I transmitting said selection history/inf ormat ion which is 

composed of a plurality of pieces of^aid selection information 
stored at a plurality of s^arQ acquisition times at an 
intrinsically-assigned predetermined transmission timing, 
wherein 

said broadc^glf-program selection history information 
acquisition r^tThod transmits said selection history information 
through^^ predetermined telephone line, and decides said 
predjer€ermined transmission timing based on a telephone number 
tigned to said telephone line. 

43. (Amended) The broadcast-program selection history 
information acquisition method according to claim 40, whereir^^^ 

said selection information is composed^dr channel 
number information of said selected broadcast^pifograms and time 
information showing the times when said^ferfoadcast programs are 
selected. 

44. (Amended) The bro^ast-program selection history 
information acquisition m^diod according to claim 40, wherein 

said select>tfn history information includes an 
identification/™^^ intrinsically assigned to said broadcast- 
program selection history information acquisition apparatus. 

4£\ (Amended) The broadcast-program selection history 
information acquisition method according to claim 40, wherein 
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when transmitting said selection history information tp^said 
notification destination through a predetermined — -fine at said 
transmission timing, said broadcast^p^erg^am selection history 
information acquisition meS^crSr changes the setting of said 
predetermined acquJ^erirCion times and/or the setting of said 
transmissiop^tTiming based on a change command transmitted from 
said^ja-cfCif ication destination through said line. 



/ s s / s 



Please cancel claims 6, 14, 17-31, 34, 35, 39 and 42. 
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Insert new claims '46 and 4 7 as follows: 



4 6. \(New) Apparatus for use in acquiring broadcast program 
selection history information, the apparatus comprising: 

a front £xid section for receiving a signal and providing 
therefrom a selected broadcast program; 

a memory for scoring selection information associated with 
the selected broadcast \program; and 

a transmitter for transmitting a signal representative of 
audience rating data based\on the stored selection information, 
the audience rating data comprising a header part and a data 
part, the data part comprising\samples , each sample including an 
additional information field, a tsime field, and a channel number 
information field, and wherein \:he header part includes a 
subscriber number field, a date field, and a number of samples 
field, the value of the number of samples held indicating the 
number of samples in the data part, and wherein the additional 
information field includes information \showing whether the 
selected broadcast program was recorded or nc 



47. (New) Apparatus foxJ use in acquiring broadcast-program 
selection history information, the apparatus comprising: 

a front end section flor receiving a signal and providing 
therefrom a selected broadcast program; 

a memory for storing / selection information associated with 
the selected broadcast program; 

a random number generator; and 

a transmitter for transmitting a signal representative of 
audience rating data based on the stored selection information, 
wherein the signal is / transmitted as a function of a random 
number generated by the/ random number generator. 



